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Major Noun-Classifiers Used in Spoken Taiwanese

English words in quotation marks translate the Taiwanese classifier. Those words
not in quotation marks indicate the object that the noun-classifier is used to count.

au *\z "Cup",

bi %% flavor, odor

cupful

bio #2 a second of time
be, boe &% fish, worms, dragons
chan /§: step of a ladder or stairway
chang X%, 12 "bundle", rice stalks
chang #3, 482 trees, plants

chat #{ "verse", stick of sugar cane
chhioh R+ "foot" (Chinese unit of length)
chhun <% "inch" (Chinese unit of length)
chhut #% movies, "course" (of food)
chi #2 "stack, package",

chiah %+ animals,

paper, money

insects

chiong, cheng f8% "kind" or “type"

chiv® #§ "chapter”

cho % buildings, statues

e 18¢ general classifier used when none of
the others applies

e T%

eng-chhioh R+ "foot" (English unit of length)

"games", "course" (of food), breath
eng-li 22 "mile" (English unit of length)
SLE 28R
han #4 (big or little) people
hang i, #3

he %> "department, division" (as in a univer-

"semester, term"

"kind, sort", affairs

sity)
he, hoe %% age (in Chinese years)
hong-bin 7§ @5 "direction, respect, aspect”
hun, hun-cheng 4 "minute" of time

iéh ﬁ;‘ "page"

im = "note", music

fi R+, % bananas

jlF" "word", words, letters:

jiah $F:, JH- marks and smears

jit He' day

ka-lun #ui 42 "gallon” (equal to four liters)

kak A3 "ten cents", ice

keng [l buildings

kha fE¢, R+
cases, finger-rings

kham X? shops

khang #@%, 3L holes

" baskets, suitcases, trunks,

kho #}7 course, subject of study)
khoan #%3, #eF
of hang)

"kind, sort" (subcategory

kho &% “dollar",
khu Es "district"

"piece”

ki %+ telephones, writing tools, tools,
knives, fans, electric fans, things held
in the hand, medical infections
kin, kun /& catty, 600 gm, one and one-
third pounds
koa #3, Jz#5 plural
chit-koa — %I a few (generalized)
hit-koa ZF»21 those there (generalized)
koan #E:, #4 "bottle", “can"
kong-chhioh /2 R+
kong-li 2§ 2 "kilometer"
ku 45
kun T "catty" (Used most often of the tai-

"meter” (of length)

sentences
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kun or Taiwanese catty which equals
.6 kg or 1.32 Ibs.)

lau 4% “floor, storey”

le-pai 2181 "week"

liap H: flashlight batteries, fruit, pills, round
things (if small)

lni &%, &% eyes, flowers, mushrooms

mi &+ "night"

mia 43 "name" (after té plus a number to
show rank in a contest

n £ "year"

nia %3 clothes

niu &% "ounces” (Chinese unit of weight,
one sixteenth of a tai-kun)

ngeh %I bananas

0a" i "bowls"

pak #% scrolls and pictures

pang 3k« trips of or by vehicles

pau i packages

pe", pi* #i theatricals

pe £ "bundle" (of wood)

pha Z#% lamps, electric lights

phah #64 beat, meter (in music, poetry)

poa® ## “dish", food

poe #£3 "cup”, cupful

po" #% "department, section”

pun A2 books

sang #: "pair”

sek £~ rooms in public buildings

si* #1% doors and windows

sian 25 "cent”

siang #§ "pair"

sio-chat, sio-chiat /M43 "measure” (in

music)

siu %% songs, odes, hymns

soa" 45 thread, line, fine cord

su £& "suit" (of clothes)

ta" 4% 5 stands, stalls (of merchants)

tai 4% radios, bikes and vehicles, Catholic
Masses, machines

tang 43 "years"

te 31, K3 "pane" (of glass), "piece”,
dishes, tables and chairs

téng B2 hats, sedan chairs and palanquins

thau s “"end"

tia® 8% "panful”

tiam 252 "o’clock”, hours, "dot" (in music)
"point” (in school)

tiau % songs, belts, roads, streets, rail-
roads, Iong objects, airplanes

tin® 5kt "sheet” (of paper), tickets, pictures

tng #% meals

- to" % "degrees" (of temperature)

i HE "pair”

ui fL% seats, people (in polite contexts)

Note: This list was kindly supplied by Dr.
David K. Jordan, University of California.
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